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Hartland High School Curriculum Overview - Drama
Every student will climb their own personal mountains to the very best universities in the country or careers of their choosing. We achieve this through the following curriculum, filled with powerful knowledge and expertly delivered.


	
	Unit 1
	Unit 2
	Unit 3

	Year 7
	Topic: Greek Theatre 

GC: What is the function of the chorus in Greek Theatre? 



Example: Create small group versions of key elements of the chorus in the play - at significant moments - and evaluate the effectiveness of each. 


Text: Oedipus the King 
	Topic: Victorian Theatre 

GC: Why was melodrama the most popular form of entertainment in the Victorian era? 

Example: Develop small group scripted performances of a range of texts and summarise the key elements, with connections to the social, cultural and historical context. 

Text: Melodrama Extracts 
	Topic: Staging a Text 

GC: What rehearsal skills and performance skills do we need to stage a text?  


Example: Complete a masterclass version of key scenes by enabling students to take on key responsibilities as character actors and theatre roles. 


Text: Noughts and Crosses 

	Year 8
	Topic: Tension 

GC: How do we make Hamlet relevant to a modern audience? 

Focus on filmed versions of the play - including Tennant’s - and evaluate the effectiveness of staffing and performance (following a unit of work on key context and scenes) 



Text: Hamlet 
	Topic: Comedy 

GC: How do we create an effective piece of comedy; what are the ingredients?

Teach the characters to all the students and then allow them to improve scenes based on Lazzi (refer to Goldoni etc for extension to understanding of genre) 



Text: Commedia Dell’Arte Extracts / A Servant of Two Masters 
	Topic: Didactic Theatre

GC: How do we create a piece of didactic theatre which creates debate? 

Complete immersion approach to the struggle for the valley, to enable students to understand the context of the play within the play. 




Text: The Caucasian Chalk Circle 

	Year 9
	Topic: Absurd Theatre 

GC: Is Beckett’s play a comedy or a tragedy or both?

Start at the end - with the end scene - and explore the presentation of this scene through both tragic and comic lenses. Focus on physical comedy and style of acting. 

Text: Waiting for Godot
	Topic: Social and Political Theatre

GC: Why should Fallout be performed in a Naturalistic style?

Small group rehearsal of the two key interrogation scenes. Teach the play followed by the context on the murder of Damilola Taylor and the idea of false witness. 

Text:  FallOut 
	Topic: Power 

GC: How can we communicate the theme of power in DNA? 

A series of practical workshops exploring the theme of power. 

Text: DNA
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WORK HARD, BE KIND




