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Hartland High School Curriculum Overview - Geography
Every student will climb their own personal mountains to the very best universities in the country or careers of their choosing. We achieve this through the following curriculum, filled with powerful knowledge and expertly delivered.

	
	Unit 1
	Unit 2
	Unit 3

	Year 7
	Topic: Weather and Climate

GQ: What is weather and climate and how does it impact our lives?

Example:  
Climate Change evidence 
Breast from the East- Causes and Impacts

IP Q’s: Explain two pieces of evidence to suggest that climate change is happening.
what are the possible impacts of the Beast from the East on people and the
environment?
	Topic: Ecosystems 

GQ: How are ecosystems used and managed in a sustainable way?

Example:  
Surviving the Russian Tundra
A New Challenge in the Thar - Desertification

IP Q’s: State two reasons plants and animals must adapt to survive in tundra areas. State two reasons plants and animals must adapt to survive in tundra areas.What is the greatest cause of desertification?
	Topic: Glaciers 

GQ: How have glaciers shaped the places we live in today?

Example:  
What is a glacier? 
A place shaped by glaciers 


IP Q’s: Describe the distribution of glaciers today. Label the diagram with key features of each valley and explain how glaciers cause the valley shape to change.



	Year 8
	Topic: Is the world equal? (Development)

GQ: Is the world equal? And what can be done to improve development in LIC’s

Example:  
Why is development unfair 
Why does Thailand have a development gap
Can tourism solves Kenya’s problems 

IP Q’s: Why does Thailand have a development gap? 
How has tourism helped to close the gap?
	Topic: Tourism

GQ: What is tourism, tourism in Australia, coral reefs, sustainable tourism, tourism in Peru, who did it best, fieldwork.

Example:  
Australia- A Diverse Landscape
Is tourism worth it?



IP Q’s:  Using your timeline, describe the history of Australia. 
How can tourism become sustainable?
	Topic: Our living world

GQ: How can we manage food chains and food webs, global ecosystems, Mediterranean biome (adaptation, tourism, threats) and coral reefs (formation, under threat and management)

Example:  
Threats- Great Barrier Reef
How do humans interact with food webs and alter them

IP Q’s:  Explain how global food webs impact the desert biome
How can we sustainably manage the coral reef biome?

	Year 9
	Topic: Natural Hazards 

GQ:Earth's structure, Pangea, continental drift evidence and causes, hazard risk, plate margins, volcano and earthquake distribution, Haiti earthquake 2010 (development, causes, hazard risk, impacts, responses).

Example:  
Haiti 2010 Before and after the quake
What is continental drift theory?

IP Q’s:  Explain how Haiti development impact their ability to prepare for the hazard
Describe the difference between a natural event and a natural hazard
	Topic: Resources

GQ:What are resources, causes of inequality, Las Vegas (climate, water shortage, solutions), factors affecting energy supply, Middle East energy, monoculture, solutions to diversify.

Example:  
Water deficient- Ticking time bomb
Reasons for global energy distribution


IP Q’s: Explain the causes of water deficit in the South West of the USA.
What is the greatest impact of an energy deficit?
	Topic: Changing Economic world 

GQ:Development, measuring development, DTM, population pyramids, causes and impacts of uneven development, reducing the development gap, Nigeria (location, context, development, TNCs, aid, impacts, world relationships and quality of life) and the UK (economic change, post industrial economy, north south divide, rural economies, impacts and world relationships).

Example:  
Demographic transition model
Impacts of uneven development- Migration


IP Q’s:  Explain the economic causes of uneven development 
To what extent are historical causes the main cause of uneven development.

	Year 10- Eduqas Geography B

Course Information

3 Papers

Paper 1- 100 Marks 1 hour 45 minutes- Investigating geographical issues

Paper 2- 76 Marks 1 hour 30 minutes- Problem Solving Geography

Paper 3- 76 marks 1 hour 30 minutes- Geographical fieldwork enquiry  

	Topic: Key Idea 1.1: Urbanisation in contrasting global cities
Key Idea 1.2: Urban and rural processes and change in the UK
Key Idea 1.3: A global perspective on development issues

GQ: 1.2.1 What changes are taking
place in where people live in
both urban and rural areas of
the UK?
1.2.2 What are the distinctive
features of urban areas in the
UK?
1.2.3 What factors help to drive
urban and rural change across
the UK?

Example:  
What drive rural and urban change 
Impact of hosting sporting events on an urban area
Sustainable communities
Case study- Reading, St Ives


IP Q’s:  Explain why improving transport systems can help to make cities more
Sustainable (6 Marks)
What conclusions can you reach about the social and economic issues facing rural areas of the UK? (8 Marks)
	Topic: Key Idea 2.1: Shaping the landscape - coasts and coastal management
Shaping the landscape - rivers and river management

GQ: How do people and processes contribute to the development of distinctive coastal landscapes in the UK? 
What are the predicted impacts of climate change on coastal landscapes and communities?

Example:  
Coastal process- Erosion and Deposition
Impact of geology on coastal management
Case study- North Norfolk Coast

IP Q’s: The Needles are an example of the coastal landform ‘stacks’. Describe how a stack is formed.(4 Marks)
To reduce erosion rates some planners support the ‘hold the line’ method of coastal management. Explain why there are conflicting views on this method of coastal management.(6 Marks)
	Topic: Key Idea 2.3: Weather and climate
Key Idea 2.4: Climate change - cause and effect

GQ:2.3.1 Why is the UK climate so variable? 
2.3.4 What are the causes, impacts and responses to two contrasting extreme weather events?
2.4.5 What role can individuals and government in the UK play in reducing the risk of climate change?

Example:  
Where does the UK get its weather from
High and Low Pressure systems- Associated Hazards
Case studies- Typhoon Haiyan, Ethiopian Drought 


IP Q’s: Storm Christoph caused widespread flooding in the UK. Give one reason why heavy rainfall causes flash flooding. (2 Marks)
Choose an extreme high pressure weather event outside the UK you have studied. Explain the impacts on different groups of people. (6 Marks)

	Year 11
	Topic: Key Idea 3.1: How ecosystems function 
Key Idea 3.2: Ecosystems under threat

GQ: What is the relationship between climate and biomes at a global scale?
Why and how are ecosystems managed in a sustainable way?

Example:  
What are biomes
Uses and management of small scale ecosystems 
Case studies-  Amazon rainforest
Ynyslas Sand Dunes- Small Scale

IP Q’s: Explain why a reduction in the number of secondary consumers would have an
impact on a food web (4 Marks)
Explain why groups of people have different views about managing a small-scale UK ecosystem you have studied. (4 marks)
	Topic: Key Idea 3.4: Desertification

GQ: What are the physical processes operating in hot semi-arid regions that make them vulnerable to desertification?
How can environments vulnerable to desertification be managed?

Example:  
The Causes of Desertification
The impacts
The management 
Case study- The Sahel
The Great Green Wall of Africa


IP Q’s: Work to reduce desertification is often done through Non-Government Organisations (NGOs). Explain one advantage and one disadvantage of this for the local community. (4 Marks)
Evaluate how successful strategies like these could be in reducing the spread of desertification. (8 Marks)
	Topic: Key Idea 3.3: Water resources and management

GQ: Why does supply and demand for water vary over time and space?
What are the challenges of managing water supplies?

Example:  
Are Dams the answer?
Water transfer Schemes
Over Abstraction
Case studies-  Kielder Water, China North-South Project, The Colorado River, The Aral Sea


IP Q’s: Explain why a lack of water security has a negative economic impact. (4 Marks)
How far do you agree that reducing water supply taken from the Colorado River is the most effective solution to manage this water crisis? (8 Marks)

	Year 12

Course Information

AQA

2 Papers 
Physical Geography 

Human Geography 

Non-Examined Assessment (Coursework fieldwork)
	Topic:  Physical- Water and Carbon Cycle 
Human- Global System and Global Governance 

GQ:  Water and Carbon cycle- How do the processes within the water and carbon cycles interact to influence global climate systems and local ecosystems?
2.In what ways do human activities impact the balance and functioning of the water and carbon cycles, and what are the implications for sustainability?

Global Systems and Global Governance-
1.How do global systems of trade, finance, and migration influence patterns of inequality and governance across different regions of the world?

2. What role do international organizations and agreements play in addressing global challenges such as climate change, conflict, and human rights?

Example:  
Water and Carbon Cycle 
Flows and cycles and systems 
Case studies- The Amazon rainforest, The Edan Basin
CSGG-
Trade Blocs
TNC’s
Globalisation- Glocalisation 
The Global Commons 
Case Studies- Antarctica, Nike, Mcdonalds, United Nations.

IP Q’s: Evaluate the potential impact of changes in the carbon budget on a tropical rainforest that you have studied. (20 marks)
‘The impacts of changes in the carbon cycle represent the greatest threat to Antarctica and the Southern Ocean.’ How far do you agree with this view? (20 Marks)
	Topic: Physical- Coasts 
Human- Changing Places 

GQ: Coasts- 1. How do natural processes such as erosion, transportation, and deposition shape coastal landforms and influence coastal environments over time?
2. In what ways do human activities, such as urbanisation and tourism, impact coastal ecosystems and the management of coastal zones?

Changing Places- 1. How do social, economic, and cultural factors contribute to the identity and sense of place in different locations?
2. In what ways do globalisation and migration affect the changing character of places, and how are these changes managed at the local level?

Example:  
Coasts-
Coastal Management 
Coastal process 
Case studies- The Holderness, Odisha 

Changing Places- 
Media vs Experienced Places 
Factors affecting perception of Place 
Rebranding
Case Studies- Near Place- Reading Far- Detroit. 

IP Q’s: To what extent do natural processes account for the changes in a local scale coastal landscape that you have studied? (20 Marks)
‘Place meaning and identity are simply a reflection of past and present socio-economic characteristics and no attempt by external agencies at rebranding can change this.’ To what extent do you agree with this viewpoint? (20 Marks)
	Topic:  Non-Examined Assessment (NEA)

GQ: NEA (Non-Examined Assessment) topic in A-Level Geography,

1. How can fieldwork investigations into specific geographical phenomena (e.g., physical, human, or environmental processes) contribute to a deeper understanding of spatial patterns and relationships in a chosen area
2. What are the implications of the findings from a geographical investigation for local or global policy, and how can they inform decision-making in relation to sustainable development or environmental management?

Example:  
Students to come up with own independent investigations that links to the specification


	Year 13
	Topic:  Non-Examined Assessment 

GQ:How can fieldwork investigations into specific geographical phenomena (e.g., physical, human, or environmental processes) contribute to a deeper understanding of spatial patterns and relationships in a chosen area
2. What are the implications of the findings from a geographical investigation for local or global policy, and how can they inform decision-making in relation to sustainable development or environmental management?

Example:  
Students to come up with own independent investigations that links to the specification


	Topic: Physical- Hazards
Humans- Contemporary Urban Environments 

GQ: Hazards- 1. How do physical processes, such as tectonic activity and extreme weather events, lead to the formation of hazards, and how do they vary in different locations?
2. What are the social, economic, and environmental impacts of natural hazards, and how can communities better prepare for and mitigate these risks?

Contemporary Urban Environments- 1. How do the processes of urbanisation and population growth shape the development and challenges faced by contemporary urban environments?
2. In what ways can sustainable urban planning and management strategies address issues such as housing, transport, and environmental degradation in rapidly growing cities?

Example: 
Hazards-
Tectonic 
Climatic 
Impacts
Case Studies- Haiti 2010, Iceland 2010, Typhoon Haiyan, Hurricane Katrina 
CUE-
Waste 
Regeneration 
Urban Drainage 
Case studies- Freiburg, Stratford London, Liverpool Docks

IP Q’s: With reference to a hazardous location at a local scale, assess the importance of the physical processes and factors which have contributed to the scale and nature of the hazard. (20 Marks)
Assess the relative importance of physical and human factors in creating patterns of economic inequality in contrasting urban areas you have studied. (20 Marks)
	Topic:  Revision for Exams (May)

GQ:

Example:  


IP Q’s: 
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