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Curriculum Overview: Religious Education 

Below is a curriculum map, showing what is taught at each stage of the year.
	Our intent is to develop students’ abilities to:
·    Understand the world’s major religious and non-religious beliefs.
·    Appreciate the lives of those who seek to practice these religions and ways of life.
·    Evaluate of the above in the context of both modern multi-cultural UK and the world at large.
·    To be personally enriched and intellectually challenged: to think critically (analysis) and empathetically (tolerance) about a broad range of issues so that they can genuinely and generously represent another person’s point of view, whilst still having confident convictions about their own.
Debate articulately with each other about various issues in a spirit of generous, humble and patient enquiry


	
	UNIT 1
	UNIT 2
	UNIT 3

	Year 7
	What do religious people believe?
Understanding what some of the main religious practices are in the main world faiths.
Core skills and knowledge: reading of different text types, analysis of practices, comparing religions.
What do religious people do?
Understanding what some of the main religious practices are in the main world faiths.
Core skills and knowledge: reading of different text types, analysis of practices, comparing religions.

	What do religious people do? continued
Understanding what some of the main religious practices are in the main world faiths.
Core skills and knowledge: reading of different text types, analysis of practices, comparing religions.
What is truth?
Understanding how we come to a knowledge of “Truth”
Core skills and knowledge: knowledge of the role and limitations of holy books, logic, experience, history and science in the pursuit of truth.
	What are the “Western” religions?
Understanding the roots of Judaism, Christianity and Islam
Core skills and knowledge: knowledge of five key religious figures, understanding and evaluating their legacy and what it means for religious believers today.

	Year 8
	Life in the Modern World
Understanding how the world is getting more & less religious at the same time
Core skills and knowledge: understanding secularism and pluralism, critical thinking, debate and argumentation
Global Moral Issues
Looking at some of our greatest moral challenges such as nationalism and globalism through the eyes of Christianity
Core skills and knowledge: understanding secularism and pluralism, critical thinking, debate and argumentation
	Jesus and Mohammed
Understanding how the two key figures from the world’s two biggest religions shaped how they developed.
Core skills and knowledge: knowledge of the lives of Jesus and Mohammed, understanding and empathy around how Christians and Muslims seek to follow their respective key figures.
	What are the “Eastern” religions?
Understanding the roots of Hinduism, Buddhism and Sikhism
Core skills and knowledge: knowledge of five key religious figures, understanding and evaluating their legacy and what it means for religious believers 

	Year 9
	How do we then live?
If we are not religious, how do we know what is right and wrong?
Core skills and knowledge: understanding four major ethical theories, critical thinking, debate and argumentation

Why does an Origin Story matter?
How do Christians understand their origin story in Genesis - what does it tell them about life and how to behave.
Core skills and knowledge: understanding Genesls 1-3, critical thinking, debate and argumentation
	How did we get the Christianity we have now?
How did Jesus and 12 followers get to 2 billion people all over the world?
Core skills and knowledge: understanding key historical events, critical thinking, debate and argumentation

How did we get the Islam we have now?
How did Mohammed and his followers get to 1.5 billion people all over the world?
Core skills and knowledge: understanding key historical events, critical thinking, debate and argumentation
	What is Buddhism?
A brief introduction to Buddhist thought and practice.
Core skills and knowledge: understanding key historical events, critical thinking, debate and argumentation

Are non-religious people religious?
How do modern people behave like religious people e.g. many support a football team with religious style devotion and fervour.
Core skills and knowledge: understanding key social theories, critical thinking, debate and argumentation

	The GCSE follows the Edexcel RE B syllabus. Topics have been chosen based on students' previous learning at KS3 which will give them all basic knowledge to recall and build upon through the KS4 units. The students have also begun to develop the necessary skills needed to be successful at answering the GCSE papers and so during their two year course they will revisit, build upon and perfect these skills. In Year 10 the course runs thematically as it does in KS3, this allows students to build clusters of knowledge in their minds and begin to bridge connections between them
Students will be assessed throughout the unit through cold calling and extended writing questions. They will also be formally assessed at the end of the unit in their KiP assessment, end of unit tests (mini mocks) and full mocks.

	Year 10
	Christian Beliefs
Looking at the core beliefs of Christianity and how they shape the lives of Muslims as well as world we live in
Core skills and knowledge: memorisation, debate, argumentation and critical thinking

Muslim Beliefs
Looking at the core beliefs of Islam and how they shape the lives of Muslims as well as world we live in
Core skills and knowledge: memorisation, debate, argumentation and critical thinking
	Christianity: Marriage and Family 
Looking at moral issues such as sex, family life and gender roles through the eyes of Christianity. 
Core skills and knowledge: debate, argumentation and critical thinking

Unit 3 – Islam: Crime and Punishment
Looking at moral issues such as justice, crime and other social issues through the eyes of Islam.
Core skills and knowledge: debate, argumentation and critical thinking
	Living the Christian Life
Looking at the religious practices of Christianity and how they try to do them in the modern world.
Core skills and knowledge: empathy, debate, argumentation and critical thinking

Exam Skills 
Understanding how to tackle the different questions in the exam in order to maximise marks. 
Core skills and knowledge: command words, argumentation, evaluation and critical thinking

	Year 11
	Living the Muslim Life 
Looking at the religious practices of Islam and how they try to do them in the modern world. 
Core skills and knowledge: empathy, debate, argumentation and critical thinking
Christianity: Life and death?
Looking at moral issues such as abortion, euthanasia and the environment through the eyes of Christianity
Core skills and knowledge: debate, argumentation and critical thinking

	Islam: Peace and conflict
Looking at moral issues such as abortion, war and chemical weapons through the eyes of Islam.
Core skills and knowledge: debate, argumentation and critical thinking
Exam Skills 
Understanding how to tackle the different questions in the exam in order to maximise marks. 
Core skills and knowledge: command words, argumentation, evaluation and critical thinking 
	Revision and Exam Practice

	The A level OCR syllabus. Topics have been chosen based on students' previous learning at KS3 and KS4 which will give them all basic knowledge to recall and build upon through the KS5 units. These topics are centred around philosophy of religion, ethics and developments in Christian thought.  The students have also begun to develop the necessary skills needed to be successful at answering the GCSE papers and so during their two year course they will revisit, build upon and perfect these skills. The course runs thematically as it does in lower down the school as this allows students to build clusters of knowledge in their minds and begin to bridge connections between them.

Students will be assessed throughout the unit through cold calling and essay writing questions. They will also be formally assessed at the end of the unit in their KiP assessment, end of unit tests (mini mocks) and full mocks.

	Year 12
	The thought of Plato and Aristotle
Mind Soul and body
The life and thought of Augustine
Death and the Afterlife
How might we know about God’s existence?
Arguments from observation and nature

	The Problem of Evil
The Nature of Religious experience
Who was Jesus? Are there other options?
Christian Moral principles
Christian Moral Action
Natural Law
Situation ethics

	Kantian ethics
Utilitarianism
Euthanasia
Business ethics
Practice Exam and Revision


	Year 13
	The nature and attributes of God
The philosophy of speaking and language
20th Century perspectives on religious language
Meta ethical theory
What is Conscience?
What should our sexual ethics be?
	Pluralism and Theology - Are there many ways to God?
Feminist theology - Why is God male?
Secularism - 
Liberation theology

Revision
	Revision and final exam
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