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Hartland High School Curriculum Overview - Music
Every student will climb their own personal mountains to the very best universities in the country or careers of their choosing. We achieve this through the following curriculum, filled with powerful knowledge and expertly delivered.


	
	Unit 1
	Unit 2
	Unit 3

	Year 7
	Topic 1: Band Skills

GC: What musical elements are required to accurately perform  in a group?  

Example: learn to read and play simple notation to perform melodic riffs and chords using accurate technique.

Area of Study: Appraising, Performing

Music: I gotta feeling

Instruments: Keyboard, Ukulele 

Musical Elements: Tempo, Pitch, Rhythm, Harmony

Topic 2: Western Classical Music

GC:  Why is structure and instrumental technique important in music?

Example: Develop keyboard skills to accurately play a piece of music with two hands. The music will have contrasting sections that can be enhanced by using a variety of dynamics

Area of Study: Appraising, Performing

Music: Beethoven Ode to Joy

Instruments: Keyboard, 

Musical Elements: Tempo, Pitch, Dynamics

	Topic 3: Folk Music 

GC: Can traditional Folk music be influence computer games?

Example: Learn to play a traditional Folk song melody to enhance your instrumental skills and musicianship. . 

Area of Study: Appraising, Performing

Music: Tetris ‘Korobeiniki’

Instruments: Keyboard 

Musical Elements: Tonality, Rhythm, Dynamic, Pitch, melody


Topic 4: Programme Music

GC: How can music represent characters? 

Example: Combine musical elements to compose ‘Leitmotifs’ for specific characters

E.g Superman is Quick, Brave and Bold - Use a fast tempo, short durations, major chords and loud accented notes
 
Area of Study: Appraising, Composing

Music: Film Music

Instruments: Keyboard - change instrument sounds

Musical Elements: Tonality, Rhythm, Dynamic, Pitch, Melody
	Topic 5: Samba

GC: Why is texture important to create variety in music?

Example: Learn how to play and compose a variety of rhythmic Samba grooves  that have contrasting textures.

Area of Study: Appraising, Performing, Composing

Music: Samba

Instruments: Percussion 

Musical Elements: Texture, Tempo, Rhythm

Topic 6: Musical Mashups

GC: Can you ‘fuse’ different pieces and perform them at the same time to make a new piece of music?

Example: In pairs/small groups learn how to combine 2 or more pieces of popular music to make one new piece

Area of Study: Appraising, Performing

Music: Popular

Instruments: Keyboards, Voice, Ukulele

Musical Elements: Texture, Tempo, Rhythm, Melody, Harmony

	Year 8
	Topic 1: Blues

GC: Where did Blues originate and why is it so influential? 

Example: Learn to historical influences of blues music and learn how to improvise melodies

Area of Study: Appraising, Performing, Composing

Music: 12 bar blues

Instruments: Keyboard, Voice

Musical Elements: Structure Tempo, Pitch, Rhythm, Harmony

Topic 2: Mashups 2

GC:  How does harmony reflect different moods?

Example: Learn how to accurately play music using major and minor keys.

Area of Study: Appraising, Performing

Music: Dance Monkey/Happier

Instruments: Keyboard, 

Musical Elements: Tempo, Pitch, Harmony
	Topic 3:Baroque 

GC:  How has the musical Canon been so influential?

Example: Be able to identify and play a Canon in 2 different music genres

Area of Study: Appraising, Performing

Music: Pachelbel Canon/Coolio - 

Instruments: Keyboard, Voice 

Musical Elements: Rhythm, Tempo, Dynamic, Melody


Topic 4: Reggae

GC: How can rhythm change the mood of a piece?  

Example: Learn how to play offbeat and syncopated rhythms.

 
Area of Study: Appraising, Performing

Music: Three Little Birds

Instruments: Keyboard, Voice, Ukulele

Musical Elements: Rhythm, Harmony, Melody
	Topic 5: British Music

GC: How has British music influenced the music of today's popular artists?

Example: Appraise British Popular music and identify the musical fingerprints that make up much of modern popular music.

Area of Study: Appraising, Performing

Music: The Beatles ‘Hey Jude’

Instruments: Voice, Keyboard 

Musical Elements: Structure, Harmony, Tempo, Rhythm

Topic 6: Rap Music

GC: Why does popular music have contrasting sections?

Example: Identify to key musical finger prints of the popular Verse/chorus structure and learn how to play/sing a Rap.

Area of Study: Appraising, Performing

Music: Coolio ‘Gangster’s Paradise’

Instruments: Keyboards, Voice, Ukulele

Musical Elements: Structure, Melody, Harmony

	Year 9
	Topic 1: Rock n Roll

GC: Where did Blues originate and why is it so influential? 

Example: Learn to historical influences of blues music and learn how to improvise melodies

Area of Study: Appraising, Performing, Composing

Music: 12 bar blues

Instruments: Keyboard, Voice

Musical Elements: Structure Tempo, Pitch, Rhythm, Harmony

Topic 2: Music Technology - Part 1

GC:  Why is music technology important?

Example: Learn how to use a DAW and notation software programme to recreate music.

Area of Study: Appraising, Composing

Music: Free choice

Instruments: Note flight/ Band Lab 

Musical Elements: Tempo, Pitch, Harmony, Structure, Instrumentation, Dynamics
	Topic 3: Horror music

GC:  How does music enhance a scene?

Example: Use a combination of musical elements to create a scene in a horror movie. 

Area of Study: Appraising, Composing, Perfromaing 

Music: Own composition 

Instruments: Keyboard

Musical Elements: Rhythm, Tempo, Dynamics, Melody, Harmony


Topic 4: Song Writing

GC: How can you use harmony to enhance the mood a story?

Example: Learn how to use major, minor and extended chords to create different moods that reflect the emotions lyrics

 
Area of Study: Appraising, Performing, Composing

Music: Own composition

Instruments: Keyboard, Voice, Ukulele

Musical Elements: Structure, Rhythm, Harmony, Melody
	Topic 5: Lead Sheets

GC: Why are leadshets important for musicians?

Example: Learn how to effectively read a lead sheet and apply your musical understanding to effectively play a variety of pieces.

Area of Study: Appraising, Performing

Music: Summertime, Clocks

Instruments: Keyboard 

Musical Elements: Structure, Harmony, Tempo, Rhythm, Melody

Topic 6: Music Technology Part 2

GC: How can technology be used to compose music?

Example: Using all the knowledge and skills learnt at KS3, learn to compose a piece of music using music software.

Area of Study: Composing

Music: Free Choice

Instruments: Music Tech

Musical Elements: Structure, Melody, Harmony, Dynamics, Tempo, Rhythm

	GCSE Music - Eduqas

Component 1: Performing Total duration of performances: 4-6 minutes
· Solo performance
· Ensemble Performance  
· 30%   
                         
Component 2: Composing Total duration of compositions: 3-6 minutes
· Free composition
· Set Brief (Released at the start of Y11)
· 30%
Component 3: Appraising Written examination
· Two set works (Bach: Badinerie and Toto: Africa
· 40%

	
	Unit 1
	Unit 2
	Unit 3

	Y10
	Topic 1: Forms and Devices

GC: What musical devices do composers use?

Example: Appraise, compose and perform using the most common musical forms and devices

Binary, ternary and rondo forms  

Repetition, contrast, sequence, ostinato, dotted rhythms, conjunct and disjunct movement, broken chord/arpeggio, melodic and rhythmic motifs, simple chord progressions

Music: Set work - Bach Badinerie

Instrument: Students chosen instrument, Bandlab/noteflight

Topic 2: Popular Music

GC: How to effectively combine structure, Harmony and melody to compose music

Rock and pop styles (revisiting Blues from KS3)  strophic form, 32 bar song form, verse, chorus, middle 8, riffs, bridge, fill, break, intros and outros, backing tracks, improvisation 

Music: Set work - Toto: Africa

Instrument: Students chosen instrument, Bandlab/noteflight

	Topic 3: Music for Ensemble

GC: How do instruments and texture change the mood of a piece

Example: Performing in smaller ensembles; (e.g. chamber music, jazz, musical theatre etc.) as suited to learner interests (cover other topics in year 11). 

Composing using texture and sonority (chords and melody) including: 

Monophonic, homophonic, unison, chordal, melody and accompaniment, countermelody

Music: Variety

Instrument: Students chosen instrument, Bandlab/noteflight


Topic 4: Film Music

GC: How to music enhance the meaning of a story? 

Examples: 

Layering, further examples of imitation, chromatic movement and dissonance in harmonic work, leitmotifs, thematic transformation of ideas 

The relationship between the story and the music: choosing appropriate elements of music to represent characters and plot 

The effect of audience, time and place, and how to achieve this through use of the musical elements 

Use of sonority, texture and dynamics to create a mood  

How to achieve contrasts and develop initial ideas when composing
	Revisit all topics from year 10 using different pieces as listening and performing examples 

Complete free composition project (of choice) and submit 

Continue to build aural skills through frequent practice. 

Perform and record a solo performance

	Y11
	Topic 1: Forms and Devices

GC: What are the features of  Variation form and strophic form in classical music 

Example: Recognition of features of baroque, classical and romantic periods 

Revisit: imitation, pedal, canon, alberti bass and all harmonic features

Set Brief Composition

-Select brief and begin to use all the skills and knowledge from Y10 to begin to compose music for the chosen brief

Instrument: Students chosen instrument, Bandlab/noteflight

Topic 2:  Popular Music

Bhangra and fusion

Loops, samples, panning, phasing, melismatic/syllabic 

Revisit Toto: Africa 

Exam techniques: hints and tips 

Building a vocabulary revision list 

Performance:

Continued work on performance (ensemble and/or solo), record solo   performances as appropriate 


	Topic 3a: Music for Ensemble

Polyphonic, layered, round, canon and countermelody • Cover all styles not completed in year 10 

Topic 3b: Film Music

Special effects, extreme dynamics and tempi, varying time signatures, other minimalistic techniques, chromatic and extended harmonies, use of pattern-work, sustained notes and polyphonic textures to vary the textures

Composition - Complete and submit 2 Free and Brief composition

Performance - Record and submit ensemble performance

Topic 4 - Exam Technique

Consolidate all topics  and apply knowledge to exam questions 
	Topic 4 - Exam Technique

Consolidate all topics  and apply knowledge to exam questions 
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WORK HARD, BE KIND




