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Hartland High School Curriculum Overview - PSYCHOLOGY
Every student will climb their own personal mountains to the very best universities in the country or careers of their choosing. We achieve this through the following curriculum, filled with powerful knowledge and expertly delivered.

	
	Unit 1
	Unit 2
	Unit 3

	Year 12
	Topic: Approaches

Guiding question: 
In what ways does the humanistic approach differ from other approaches?

Example of exam questions:
Describe how Bandura investigated social learning.

Topic: Social influence

Guiding question: 
What is the role of social support in resisting conformity and obedience?

Example of exam questions:
Discuss consistency and flexibility as processes involved in minority influence.

Topic: Memory

Guiding question: 
How does post-event discussion affect recall?

Example of exam questions:
Briefly evaluate research into post-event discussion as a factor that affects the accuracy of eyewitness testimony.
	Topic: Attachment

Guiding question: 
How do attachment patterns vary between individualist and collectivist cultures?

Example of exam questions:
[bookmark: _msxgrsm5ax4v]Ryan is a 14-year-old boy who spent the first five years of his life in care. Ryan has a difficult relationship with his adoptive parents and has few friends. His recent school report described him as achieving below average in most subjects. Ryan has also recently been in trouble with the police for antisocial behaviour. 
[bookmark: _pngyne5cge3p]Discuss Bowlby’s theory of maternal deprivation. Refer to Ryan in your answer.

Topic: Psychopathology

Guiding question: 
In which ways might cultural context influence social norms and the diagnosis of abnormality?

Example of exam questions:
Identify two behavioural characteristics of depression.

	Topic: Research Methods

Guiding question:
Why might researchers choose a case study approach over other methods in psychology?

Example of exam questions:
[bookmark: _jma38caoee8g]A psychologist wanted to investigate teachers’ opinions on differences in the way younger children and older children responded to instructions in class. Previous research showed inconsistent findings. The psychologist randomly selected five schools from all the primary schools in their city. Four of the five schools agreed to take part. The psychologist wrote six questions and interviewed the teachers of Year 2 and Year 5 in the four schools, asking each teacher the same six questions in the same order. One of the psychologist’s questions asked the teachers to rate the general level of obedience for their class as a whole on a scale of 1–10. A rating of 1 meant the general level of obedience was low and a rating of 10 meant the general level of obedience was high. 
[bookmark: _zkhol7j9ixf]Write a suitable hypothesis for use with this question.


	Year 13
	Topic: Biopsychology

Guiding question: 
What is brain plasticity, and how does it support learning and adaptation?

Example of exam questions:
Biological rhythms are influenced by endogenous pacemakers and exogenous zeitgebers.
Outline the difference between endogenous pacemakers and exogenous zeitgebers.
[bookmark: _xgyy7ivr2y5i]Use examples in your answer.

Topic: Addiction

Guiding question: 
How do stress and trauma contribute to addiction risk?

Example of exam questions:
Outline Prochaska’s model of behaviour change.

Topic: Issues & Debates

Guiding question: 
What ethical issues can arise when studying topics like intelligence, addiction, or mental health?

Example of exam questions:
What is meant by ethnocentrism in psychology?
	Topic: Schizophrenia

Guiding question: 
In what ways does family dysfunction contribute to the development of schizophrenia?

Example of exam questions:
Using an example of each, explain the difference between positive and negative symptoms of schizophrenia.

Topic: Relationships

Guiding question: 
In which ways do physical attractiveness and the halo effect shape initial partner selection?

Example of exam questions:
Researchers wished to study the link between attachment and parasocial relationships. They surveyed a stratified sample of 100 18-year-old students from four different schools. Some schools had a large number of students and others had a smaller number of students. The students were asked questions about their childhood, their feelings towards celebrities and about their friendships at school.
Discuss the attachment theory explanation for parasocial relationships. Refer to the likely findings of the study above in your answer.
	Preparing for the exams

Guiding questions: 
What is the format of the AQA A-level Psychology exams, and how are the marks distributed across the different papers?
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WORK HARD, BE KIND




